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FRAMEWORK OF THE EU MINE ACTION (MA)FRAMEWORK OF THE EU MINE ACTION (MA)

Universalisation and Universalisation and Implementation  Implementation  
ofof the Ottawa Convention (1997)the Ottawa Convention (1997)

EU MA GENERAL OBJECTIVE 
To assist countries affected by 
landmines and unexploded ordnance  
To restore the conditions necessary for 
the security of their populations and 
their economic and social 
development: enhancing HUMAN 
SECURITY
The EU “zero-victim target”.

EU ACTORS

27 EU MEMBER STATES/ 
COUNCIL OF THE EU

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT

EU MA TOOLS

MULTI-ANNUAL 
PROGRAMMING DOCUMENTS

STRATEGIES and POLICY 
PAPERS

RESOLUTIONS

JOINT ACTIONS

EU MEMBER STATES’ 
BILATERAL ASSISTANCE

DEBATES
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THE 5 PILLARS OF EC MATHE 5 PILLARS OF EC MA

MINE AWARENESS

MINE RISK EDUCATION

CLEARANCE OF MINED AREAS

APL STOCKPILE DESTRUCTION

MINE VICTIM ASSISTANCE, REHABILITATION AND REINTEGRATION

20022002--2008 EC MA ENGAGEMENT2008 EC MA ENGAGEMENT
Afghanistan 

Albania
Angola

Armenia
Azerbaijan

Belarus
Bosnia-Herzegovina

Burundi
Cambodia

Chile
Colombia

Croatia
Cyprus
DRC 

Ecuador
Eritrea

Ethiopia
Georgia

Guinea-Bissau
Indonesia

Iraq

Jordan 
Kosovo

Kyrgyzstan 
Laos

Lebanon
Mozambique

Myanmar
Nicaragua

Nepal
Peru

Senegal
Somalia

Sri Lanka
Sudan

Tajikistan
Tunisia
Uganda
Ukraine
Vietnam
Yemen

TOTAL EC FUNDING: 
300 Million Euro ca.

42 countries assisted 42 countries assisted 
around the worldaround the world
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2005-2007 period:

EC ASSISTANCE SINCE 2004 REVIEW EC ASSISTANCE SINCE 2004 REVIEW 
CONFERENCE (I)CONFERENCE (I)

The Nairobi Action Plan

Framework:  EC Mine Action Strategy 2005-07

Means: 

Dedicated funds: 
APL Budget line

Geographical instruments:
• Development cooperation & assistance funds

Thematic instrument:
• Humanitarian Aid Instrument

EC ASSISTANCE SINCE 2004 REVIEW EC ASSISTANCE SINCE 2004 REVIEW 
CONFERENCE (II)CONFERENCE (II)

•• End of EC MA End of EC MA StrategyStrategy 20052005--0707

•• New EC New EC externalexternal cooperationcooperation architecture and introduction of new architecture and introduction of new 
financialfinancial instruments  instruments  

-- RepealRepeal of APL of APL dedicateddedicated fundsfunds

•• TenthTenth anniversaryanniversary and the and the runrun up to 2up to 2ndnd ReviewReview ConferenceConference

•• 2007 Dead 2007 Dead SeaSea Progress Report call to Progress Report call to promotepromote guidelines on how guidelines on how 
to more to more effectivelyeffectively linklink MA MA withwith developmentdevelopment

•• The EU The EU commitmentcommitment to the Paris to the Paris DeclarationDeclaration on on AidAid EffectivenessEffectiveness
(2005) (2005) 

2007: 2007: TurningTurning point in EC Mine Actionpoint in EC Mine Action
EC INTERNAL REVIEWEC INTERNAL REVIEW

WHY?
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EC efforts «EC efforts « on the Roadon the Road » to Cartagena» to Cartagena

OUTCOMES OF THE EC INTERNAL REVIEW : 

• Guidelines on EC Mine Action 2008-13

• Regional evaluations of EC-funded mine action 
under the EC MA Strategy 2005-07

• Studies on good donorship: how to set up and run
MA programmes

FrameworkFramework::

•• MA in the MA in the contextcontext of EC of EC developmentdevelopment cooperationcooperation & & 
assistance (Paris assistance (Paris DeclarationDeclaration) ) 

•• EC EC ProgrammingProgramming documents: Country and documents: Country and RegionalRegional
StrategyStrategy PapersPapers ((CSPsCSPs and and RSPsRSPs))

MeansMeans::
(for Central and South (for Central and South AmericaAmerica):):

•• EuropeanEuropean DevelopmentDevelopment FundFund (EDF)(EDF)

•• DevelopmentDevelopment CooperationCooperation Instrument (DCI)Instrument (DCI)

•• HumanitarianHumanitarian AidAid InstrumentInstrument

EC efforts «EC efforts « on the roadon the road » to Cartagena» to Cartagena

2008: NEW EC approach set by 
the Guidelines
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•• Total EC Total EC fundingfunding for MA in Latin for MA in Latin AmericaAmerica in the 2002in the 2002--08 08 
periodperiod: € 9 Million ca.: € 9 Million ca.

•• 9 countries in Latin 9 countries in Latin AmericaAmerica stillstill withwith APL/ERW APL/ERW problemsproblems. . 
In 5 of In 5 of themthem no no casualtiescasualties and and littlelittle or no mine impact on or no mine impact on 
populations.populations.

•• EC EC supportedsupported the 4 countries the 4 countries withwith the the highesthighest levellevel of of 
contamination: Chile, contamination: Chile, ColombiaColombia, , EcuadorEcuador and and PeruPeru. . 
Nicaragua Nicaragua alsoalso supportedsupported..

•• NearlyNearly 60 % of 60 % of fundingfunding to to ColombiaColombia

EC assistance to the EC assistance to the AmericasAmericas (I)(I)

Main features :

WHY?

•• EC mine action EC mine action drivendriven by the «by the « zerozero--victimvictim
targettarget »: the impact on local populations»: the impact on local populations

•• WidespreadWidespread contamination in contamination in ColombiaColombia: 60% of : 60% of 
municipalitiesmunicipalities affectedaffected and one of the and one of the highesthighest
mine/ERW accident rates in the world (source: mine/ERW accident rates in the world (source: 
ICBL and GICHD).ICBL and GICHD).

EC assistance to the EC assistance to the AmericasAmericas (I)(I)

WHY?
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EC assistance to the EC assistance to the AmericasAmericas (II)(II)

• Demining projects (including training and 
equipment) : Chile, Nicaragua and Peru/Ecuador

• Emergency and long-term MRE: Colombia

• Universalisation of MBT with NSAs (Geneva Call): 
Colombia

• MVA: Colombia

Type of activities supported by EC in LA :

EC assistance to the EC assistance to the AmericasAmericas (III)(III)

SourceSource: GICHD Regional : GICHD Regional EvaluationEvaluation forfor LatinLatin AmericaAmerica
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EC assistance to the EC assistance to the AmericasAmericas (IV)(IV)

•• 1. 1. PoliticalPolitical responseresponse: support to the MBT and : support to the MBT and itsits
universalisation and universalisation and implementationimplementation peacepeace--building building 
measuremeasure

•• 2. 2. AidAid and and deliverydelivery responseresponse to the impact of to the impact of 
landmineslandmines on local populationson local populations

•• 3. 3. Security Security responseresponse: : presencepresence of mines as sources of of mines as sources of 
instabilityinstability and and securitysecurity concernsconcerns ((stockpilesstockpiles or or 
abandonedabandoned munitions)munitions)

3 main dimensions of EC response
to the APL problem :

How EC support to MA is triggered?How EC support to MA is triggered?

DECIDE THE DEGREE OF IMPORTANCE GIVEN TO MA 

REQUEST FOR EC ASSISTANCE
(THROUGH EC DELEGATIONS)

EC SUPPORT BASED ON PARTNERS’ NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES

HIGHER ROLE OF THE MINE-AFFECTED 
EC PARTNERS:

INCREASING IMPORTANCE OF THE INCLUSION OF MA IN THE 
CSP
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•• OnlyOnly ColombiaColombia and and PeruPeru have have requestedrequested MA assistance MA assistance 
throughthrough theirtheir 20072007--13 13 CSPsCSPs

•• In the In the contextcontext of of theirtheir coco--operationoperation withwith the EC, APL the EC, APL 
problemproblem isis not not perceivedperceived «« as a as a prioritypriority » for » for manymany LA LA 
countries countries 

•• ReviewReview of the of the CSPsCSPs in 2009: in 2009: processprocess justjust launchedlaunched

How EC support to mine action is triggered? How EC support to mine action is triggered? 

2009: Crucial year to request for EC assistance

NowNow isis the time for the time for interestedinterested countries to  countries to  requestrequest
the inclusion of MA in the the inclusion of MA in the reviewreview of of theirtheir CSPsCSPs

EUROPEAN COMMISSIONEUROPEAN COMMISSION


