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Your Royal Highness

Your Excellency Vice President of the Republic of Colombia
Madam President,

Your Excellencies

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentleman,

It is distinct honor to express our appreciation to the Government of
the Republic of Colombia for kind hospitality, and warm welcome
extended to us since our arrival at this beautiful resort city of
Cartagena de Indias. ‘We also commend the extraordinary efforts of
the Government for hosting this Second Review Conference and for
excellent work arrangemeants.

It gives me great plen=ure to congratulate you, Madam President on
your unanimous elecinn ns President of the second Review
Conference of States Portice to the Convention on the prohibition of
the use, steckpiling, production and transfer of anti—personnel
mines and their destruction. My delegation has every confidence
that undor yvour skillfu! gui-iance, the deliberations of this Conference
will be brrught fo a sucnasclul conclusion. | pledge my delegation's
support and cooperatinn. Lot me also take this opportunity to extend
our supnort to the rect ~f tha members of the Bureau and register
our tharls and appresialon (o the outgoing President.

My dele~ntinn also wichan ' axtend appreciation to the Secretariat
for the oxcollont omevivnion of this Conference and for the
cooperalinn nocorded v sl s Parties during this year.

Madam Fresidont,

The pursnse of this “onfrence is to review the work of the
Conventlion andd the precooo that States Parties to the Convention
have moie cince the nv0 Conference and map out concrete
strategi~ and =ction pinne that will lead to the total eradication of
landmiri= ir cor mid:t

You wii' =l noree witt o at achieving global disarmament is a
formidz. - chiileinge. ¢ vailability and spread of anti-personnel
mines, <@ ol oms ane o weapons and cluster munitions, is one
of the + ~»in lolors e conflicts in the world today. We all,

thereforc, hive a resporn:il ity to raise awareness on the danger
that thec2 weoonors reprcent, so as to facilitate the full




implementation of the Convaintion. Land-Mines are easy to produce
and stockoile.

However, they are a great danger to humanity, especially in areas of
conflict. The existence of old anti-personnel mines therefore
continu~~ to pose o aeri~ns threat fo international peace and
security. Thus, an anli-peizonnel mines-free world will only be
achieved i all countries join the Convention and implement it fully. It
is also imporlant te undorne that in this challenging task of
achievir ), clobal dishorme!, we need to form partnerships for
inform=a'ion exchange,

Madan ©racident,

This Ceovoriinn adionome an acute crisis affecting hundreds of
thousar ' of namnle vaoriduide. s in this connection that States
Parties 1 the Convenlion have made progress since the First
Review < onfcrence hzid i Nairobi, Kenya in 2004. Significant
achieve nonte have boon roode, particulary on the universalization
of the C-vertion e o measurable through the reduction of
product’ v tele f antipersonnel landmines worldwide

and mo stocikpiies e @l been destroyed.

In this -~ et ke to inform the Conference that, my
country : s ionbroyoot 01026 anti-personnel landmines in 1998
before : ~ Coovortion nrtes b into force. Only a minimum of 1734
pieces = roivined [y e cch and training purposes as provided
forin A e T oof the Converon.

D

Namibis ~as nbwovs fulflo0 it obligations under article 7 of the
Conver '~y by oanbniticy o annual transparency reports. | would
like to oo e bl e ostruction of anti-personnel mines in
known nincc arenc o ccen completed and Namibia is fully
complicor with Article 5 of e Convention.

The Na-aal imnlemarinti mensures in accordance with Article 9
of the - nvontion =0 1w implemented under the existing
Namibisa f~gol insiruees ot wplosive Act 26 of 1956 as amended,
which i~ sufficoonl for e nose.




Madam President,

Indeed, Namibia wa: o war zone for many years during the
occupain by the arirlhad regime of South Africa. Against this
backgro:ind, we hav: boen engaged in a massive education
campaica informatior aharing programs to educate our people on
the dancers posed by Hndimines. We have also successfully carried

out de-rining in the b oo mined areas.

The Covormnment of “inmeibia provides assistance to landmines
victim= 7 curvivers ohn are totally disabled, by giving them
month!y ~ooinf granis s Dove centers for landmine survivors which
also ca!l+ for all oiher <ioniied pereons where they receive various
training < ille for thel 1oore amployment.

My del=r~tion world there’ore like to strongly urge countries that
contini:: ‘o nreduce acogre, nse, stockpile or transfer anti-
person: | minno toosud lo hese ootivities to an early end and join
the rect 7 e ictoranonn comrunity in eradicating these deadly
weapons which maoin ed ¢ o m thousands of innocent lives.

Madar = ~iden!

We al=- @ oo that it e achniool assistance programs in place,
as we'l o e e of Tpowiadne and skills to deal with the
comba!i 1 and eralicetion of landmines, the universality of the
Conver: n onel s »ff=ve  implementation will be further
enhanc . My delacatinn ierefore encourages the Secretariat to
provide 7 caecercoss o ocort in order for States Parties to
implen'i e Ot o

In con “ion 2llow mo o bheha!f of my delegation, to re-affirm
Namibi-  coruritmont 7o o universality of the Convention and to it
is full @ e ontsbine fee culen oo and signing the Cartagena
Declar:: o af 2ol Sty

Once = =, iy oo tise wvishes to express its confidence in the
succes v Cnelereos cder yonr able leadership.

| thank



